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Proposed Intimate Partner Violence Recommendations for Reno
Orthopedic Clinic
Background
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Proposal
1. On the intake form, a statement and question, “We at the Reno Orthopaedic Clinic value your safety
and confidentiality. Would you like information regarding local domestic violence resources?”
2. If indicated, a simple business card with the app “Vinelink” instructions and the telephone number for
The Domestic Violence Resource Center (formerly the Committee to Aid Abused Women). Vinelink
is a national victim notification network and provides a search tool for local resources. It works with
both IOS and Android and looks like a regular app. It is vital that if a card is going to be given, there

VINELink
https://vinelink.vineapps.com
775-329-4150

should be no information to signify that it has anything to do with domestic violence.
3. Staff training: Immediate needs
a. Reportable vs confidentiality: while violence against children and elderly are reportable, in
general, domestic violence for victims aged 18-64 is not. In Nevada, the exception is:
Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 629.041 requires every health care provider who treats an injury which appears to
have been inflicted non-accidentally by means of a firearm or knife to promptly report the injury to an
appropriate law enforcement agency.

Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann § 629.045 requires health care providers to report to the appropriate local fire
department the treatment of persons with second or third degree burns consisting of five percent or more
of the body area, burns of the upper respiratory tract and any other burns that may result in death. (3)
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Domestic Violence and the Role of the Healthcare Provider: The Importance of Teaching Assessment and
Intervention Strategies (Hewins, E., DiBella, B., & Mawla, J., 2013).

Intimate Partner Violence Screening Recommendations
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Proposed Screening Tool
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HITS SCREENING TOOL FOR IDENTIFYING IPV
Score each item using 1 to 5 on a Likert scale as follows:
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ͳǤ  ǫ

Ͷǣ 

ʹǤ

ͷǣ 

͵Ǥ ǫ

ǫ



Scores range from 4-20. A score of >10 is considered positive for partner violence

Interventions
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