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ATTORNEY GENERAL MASTO ANNOUNCES GUILTY PLEA OF DOOR-TO-
DOOR VACUUM CLEANER SALESMAN WHO TARGETED SENIORS 

 
Las Vegas, NV – Nevada Attorney General Catherine Cortez Masto announced that  
Gary Harvey, 48, of Las Vegas, pled guilty today to one count of obtaining money under false 
pretenses from a person over 60 years of age.  
 
Harvey admitted to fraudulently obtaining money while posing as a licensed distributor of 
Kirby Vacuums under the business name HARVCO and selling his product door-to-door to 
five persons over the age of 60 living in age-restricted communities in Las Vegas.  As part of 
his plea, Harvey agreed to pay restitution totaling $15,044 to 19 victims who made complaints 
about Harvey’s conduct to the Nevada Attorney General’s Office.  
 
“This office will continue to make it a priority to protect the citizens of Nevada, in particular its 
senior citizens, from criminals such as Harvey who seek to defraud them,” said Masto. 
 
Harvey’s guilty plea is the culmination of a months-long investigation by the Attorney 
General’s Bureau of Criminal Justice Fraud Unit that revealed Harvey was selling vacuums 
door-to-door while falsely posing as a licensed Kirby distributor.  All of the reported victims of 
Harvey’s fraud lived in age-restricted communities.   
 
When various victims attempted to seek a refund, Harvey gave numerous excuses and 
promised victims their money back but most never saw Harvey again.  
 
“The Kirby Company applauds the efforts of the Attorney General of Nevada and is pleased it 
was able to provide assistance in protecting consumers,” said Halle Sminchak, the Manager 
of Customer and Public Relations and Business Compliance for The Kirby Company, who 
was cooperative throughout the investigation. 
 
Sentencing for Harvey is set for December 11 at 8:30 a.m. in District Court Department 20 
with Clark County District Court Judge Jerome Tao.  Harvey is facing up to six years in prison 

 



for his plea, but can also receive probation for a period of up to five years with the court 
setting the conditions of his supervision.  
 
This case was prosecuted by Senior Deputy Attorney General Brian Williams of the Bureau of 
Criminal Justice Fraud Unit.  
 
Nevada consumers who believe they have been a victim of Gary Harvey, HARVCO, or a 
door-to-door scam are strongly encouraged to submit a written complaint to the Nevada 
Attorney General’s Office.  Contact the Nevada Attorney General’s Bureau of Consumer 
Protection Hotline at 702-486-3132 and press “6” to receive instructions on how to submit a 
complaint. 
 
Read the criminal complaint here and the guilty plea agreement here. 
 

 

 
HARVEY, GARY BRADLEY 

(Photo courtesy of Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department) 

 
### 

 
























































