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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
   

Adam Paul Laxalt, Attorney General 
 

100 North Carson Street 

Carson City, NV 89701 

Telephone - (775) 684-1100 

Fax - (775) 684-1108 
Web - http://ag.nv.gov 

 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

 

Name of Organization: Technological Crime Advisory Board 
 

Date and Time of Meeting: July 14, 2016, 10:00 a.m. 
 

Place of Meeting:   Video Conferenced Between: 
 

Attorney General’s Office 
Mock Courtroom 

100 N. Carson Street 
Carson City Nevada  

Sawyer Building, Room 4500 
555 E. Washington Avenue 

Las Vegas, Nevada 

Attendees:  

Las Vegas: Carson City: 

Members in Attendance: 

Adam Laxalt 
Edgar Flores 
Michael Johnston (Sitting Proxy for Patrick 
Moers) 
Mark Lipparelli 
Jack Owen (Sitting Proxy for James Owens) 
Brian Spellacy 
Greg Weber 

Guests in Attendance: 

Lilian Babcock 
Yvnna Canarela 
Sergio Castro 
Mike Detmer 
Misty Grimmer 
Peter Guzman 
Christopher Lalli 
Gil Lopez 
Juan Martinez 
Paul Moradkham 
Leo Murrieta 
Rod Swanson 
Viridiana Vidal 

Members in Attendance: 

Patricia Cafferata 
Norman Richard “Tray” Abney 
(Eric) Andrew Campbell 
Jim Earl (Sitting Proxy for Shannon Rahmig) 
Phil Jones (Sitting Proxy for Jerry Baldridge) 

Members Absent: 

Kyle Burns 

Guests in Attendance: 

Eddie Ableser 
Shelly Capurro 
James R. Elste 
Jim Endres 
Joanna Jacob 
Peter Kinegan 
Catherine Krause 
Lea Tauchen 
Laura Tucker 
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1. Call to order and Roll Call. 

Meeting called to order at 10:00 a.m., Patricia Cafferata called roll and confirmed there was 
a quorum present. 

1. Attorney General Adam Laxalt’s welcome and self-introduction of members. Attorney 

General Adam Laxalt welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 

2. Public Comment. Discussion only. Action may not be taken on any matter brought up 

under this agenda item, until scheduled on the agenda of a future meeting for possible 

action. 

Dr. Eddie Ableser Director, Safe and Respectful Learning Environment Office introduced 
two key initiatives the Department of Education is working on to address cyber bullying in 
Nevada schools.  First, the Safe to Tell program is an anonymous reporting system aimed at 
both children and adults who can file complaints and/or concerns without attaching their 
name.  The Advisory Committee has applied for a grant through the National Institute of 
Justice that if approved would fund the program for four (4) years.  (See Attachment One 
(1), Safe to Tell Advisory Committee Report.)  Second, an upcoming social media campaign 
will highlight the positive culture and climate changes that the Social Workers in schools 
program have made thus far.      
 

3. Discussion for possible action to approve minutes of May 4, 2016 meeting.  

Laxalt asked for approval of the May 4, 2016 meeting minutes.  Mark Lipparelli moved to 
approve the minutes.  Both Greg Weber and Assemblyman Flores seconded the motion. All 
noted in favor, and the approval of minutes motion passed. 

 

4.     Presentation and discussion for possible action on outreach programs for the Latino    

    community.  Assemblyman Edgar Flores and Deputy Attorney General Laura Tucker. 

Assemblyman Flores brought many Hispanic community leaders to discuss outreach 
programs and other avenues to fully involve all stakeholders.  Many scams that are running 
through the community were discussed to include: ways to obtain a GED quickly and 
inexpensively; notario fraud; and various other phone and internet contacts falsifying known 
business identities to solicit money.  The community leaders indicated that there is not 
enough information and resources flowing through the Hispanic communities to help 
prevent and survive these crimes.  There were a plethora of strategies suggested to further 
disseminate information into the community.  The Attorney General’s office is continuing to 
build on Hispanic relationships by; 1) ensuring the complaints and assistance forms have all 
been produced in Spanish, 2) involving more Spanish speaking investigators/translators to 
improve the representation of concerns/complaints, and 3) being available for discussions 
aired on public communication outlets.  Rod Swanson reiterated that the complaint system is 
fully functional and the preferred method for concerned citizens to contact the office.  All 
complaints are taken seriously, but there are many that the Attorney General’s office does 
not have jurisdiction over so they are sent to the appropriate agency for adjudication.     

 

5. Presentation: “The Global Privacy Dynamics and Implications for Nevada.” Former 

Privacy Subcommittee member and Lecturer, Information Systems, UNR James Elste.  

This topic will be in the next agenda.   
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6. Presentation on the challenges of cybercrime on businesses and recent trainings on 

preventing such crimes.  Las Vegas Chamber of Commerce Paul Moradkhan and 

Reno-Sparks Chamber of Commerce Tray Abney. 

Paul Moradkhan of the Las Vegas Chamber of Commerce gave a PowerPoint presentation 
on cybersecurity and how it is affecting small businesses. This presentation included the 
roles of small business owners, their employees and the education available to deter cyber-
attacks.  Small businesses have been largely targeted because they are not as prepared and 
often lack the resources to protect themselves.  On average, each attack is costing the 
business owner roughly $36,000 dollars.  The cost is rising as the attackers become more 
sophisticated.   Interested business owners can contact the Chamber of Commerce for 
training opportunities.   

 

7. Presentation and discussion for possible action on proposed legislation: 

a. To increase penalties for commission of technological crimes, redefine the 

meaning of “intent.”  Clark County Assistant District Attorney Christopher 

Lalli. 

Christopher Lalli followed up on Jonathan Cooper’s presentation from May 4, 2016.  
The District Attorney’s office is concerned that if the “intent” element was to be 
removed from NRS 205.606 it would have serious unintended consequences.  For 
instance; business owners and others that have legitimate reasons to own/possess a 
scanning and/or re-incoding device.  They would be in violation of the statute 
without the “intent” component.   Currently, all fraud areas of the criminal justice 
jurisprudence have specific intent components.  He recommended “intent” remain in 
the law.        

b. Discussion and possible action on amending NRS 603A.220(4) on the provisions 

for businesses to notify customers about data breaches.  Assemblyman Edger 

Flores, Deputy Attorney General Laura Tucker, and Senior Deputy Attorney 

General Lucas Tucker. 

There is a general concern over the process of disclosure of a data breach to 
customers and the impact that it may cause both businesses and clients.  Deputy 
Attorney General Laura Tucker, Tray Abney, and Lea Tauchen are still compiling 
feedback on the proposal from community members.  They will continue to work 
with Assemblyman Flores who will sponsor the proposal once all particulars are 
worked out. The Attorney General made it clear this was not an Attorney General 
Office’s proposal, but the notification change in the law was Assemblyman Flores’ 
proposal.  

c. Discussion and possible action on legislation to prevent cybercrimes committed 

against businesses. 

This topic will be in the next agenda.   

d. Other related legislation on technological crimes for the 2017 Legislative 

Session, per NRS 205A.060.5.  

There were no other particular legislative issues mentioned.   
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8. Discussion and possible action on applying for grants for education and prevention of 

identity theft.  Management Analyst Liz Greb.  

Patricia Cafferata updated the council in Liz Greb’s absence.  This Board does not have a 

budget; the only way to obtain money for programs is through grants.  Liz will continue to 

pursue all avenues in order to obtain some money.   
 

9. Announcement. Next meeting is set for November 9, 2016.  
 

10. Public Comment. Discussion only. Action may not be taken on any matter brought up 

under this agenda item, until scheduled on the agenda of a future meeting for possible 

action. 

No Public Comment. 
 

11. Adjournment. 

Jim Earl moved to adjourn the meeting; Andrew Campbell and Greg Weber both seconded 

the motion. Approved unanimously, the meeting adjourned at about 11:25 a.m. 
 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Erin J. Ramil. 
 

In accordance with NRS 241.020, this agenda was posted on or before July 8, 2016 online at: 
http://ag.nv.gov/About/Administration/Tech_Crime/2015_Mtgs/Tech_Crime_Meetings_2015/ 
and at the following locations: 
 

• Office of the Attorney General, 100 N. Carson Street, Carson City, NV 89701 

• Office of the Attorney General, 5450 Kietzke Lane, Suite 202, Reno, NV 89511 

• Office of the Attorney General, Grant Sawyer Building, 555 E. Washington Ave., Las Vegas, NV 89101 

• Legislative Building, 401 N. Carson Street, Carson City, NV 89701 

• Capitol Building, 101 N. Carson Street, Carson City, NV 89701 

Meeting materials may be requested from Patricia D. Cafferata, Advisory Board Executive Director, at (775) 684-1136 or 
pcafferata@ag.nv.gov, and obtained from the Office of the Attorney General at any of the first three (3) locations listed above. 
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