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Washoe County Board of County Commissioners 

Dear Mr. Dehne: 

The Office of the Attorney General (OAG) is in receipt of your complaint (Complaint) 

alleging a violation of the Open Meeting Law (OML) by the Washoe County Board of County 

Commissioners (Board). The Complaint alleges that the Board violated the OML during its 

May 16, 2017 meeting by failing to allow for public comment following discussion of Agenda 

Item#4. 

The OAG has statutory enforcement powers under the OML, and the authority to 

investigate and prosecute violations of the OML. NRS 241.037; NRS 241.039; NRS 241.040. 

In response to the Complaint, the OAG reviewed the Complaint and Addendum to 

Complaint; the Response to the Complaint from the Washoe County District Attorney's 

Office; the Board's agendas and minutes from its May 16, 2017 and June 13, 2017 

meetings; and the video recording of the Board's May 16, 2017 meeting. 

FACTUAL BACKGROUND 

On May 16, 2017, the Board conducted a public meeting. Agenda Item #3 of the 

Board's May 16, 2017 meeting allowed for public comment. The Board recognized Mr. Dehne 

for public comment and Mr. Dehne provided his public comment to the Board for his allotted 

three (3) minute period. 
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