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SUBSTANCE ABUSE WORKING GROUP 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 
 

 

DATE:  Wednesday, June 20, 2018 

TIME:  10:00 A.M. to 11:30 A.M. 

LOCATIONS: LOCATIONS TO BE CONNECTED BY VIDEOCONFERENCE 
 

Office of the Attorney General 

Mock Courtroom 

100 N. Carson Street 

Carson City, Nevada 89701 

Office of the Attorney General 

Conference Room #4500 

555 East Washington Avenue 

Las Vegas, Nevada 89101 
 

REVISED AGENDA 
 

 

Please note:  The Substance Abuse Working Group may 1) take agenda items out of order; 2) 

combine two or more items for consideration; or 3) remove an item from the agenda or delay 

discussion related to an item at any time.  Reasonable efforts will be made to assist and 

accommodate individuals with disabilities who wish to attend the meeting.  Please contact Jan 

Riherd at (775) 684-1195 (jriherd@ag.nv.gov), in advance, so that arrangements can be made. 
 

 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call of Working Group Members. 
 

2. Welcome and Self-Introduction of Members.  Attorney General Adam Laxalt. 
 

3. Public Comment.  Action may not be taken on any matter brought up under 

public comment until scheduled on an agenda for action at a later meeting.  

(Discussion only.) 
 

4. Approval of October 11, 2017 Meeting Minutes.  See Attachment One (1). 

(Discussion and for possible action.) 
 

5. 2017 Accomplishments.  Incinerators, Naloxone, Youth Prevention 

Programs, Drug Take Back Days, Law Enforcement Summits, Lawsuit 

against Pharmaceutical Manufacturer, and Substance Abuse Law 

Enforcement Coordinator.  Nick Trutanich, Chief of Staff, Office of the Nevada 

Attorney General.  Cyndi Yenick, Founder and Executive Director of BubHugs 

Foundation. (Presentation and discussion only.)  
 

6. Report on Statewide Partnership on the Opioid Crisis Working Group 

(SPOC).  Patty Cafferata, Special Assistant Attorney General and Terry Kerns, 

Nevada Attorney General Opioid Coordinator.  (Presentation and discussion 

only.) 
 

7. Report on Public Service Announcements (PSAs) Related to Nevada’s Opioid 

Crisis.  See Attachment Two (2).  Linda Lang, Executive Director, Nevada 

Statewide Coalition Partnership. (Discussion only.)  
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8. Distribution of DisposeRx packets with Every Acute Schedule II Opioid 

Prescription Dispensed from WalMart and Sam’s Club Pharmacies.  Anna 

Carr, PharmD, WalMart Pharmacy Clinical Services Manager.  (Presentation and 

discussion only.)  See Attachment Three (3). 
 

9. Legislative Bill Draft Proposals/Ideas for the 2019 Session.  Nick Trutanich, 

Nevada Attorney General Chief of Staff.  (Discussion only.) 
 

10.  Action Plan for 2018 – Possible Goals.  (Discussion and for Possible Action.) 

A. Coordination of drug activities between law enforcement and health care 

providers. 

B. Implementation of ODMAP Statewide.  See Attachment Four (4). 

C. Effects of substance abuse on law enforcement, prisons, and other 

correctional facilities. 
  

11.  Tentative Quarterly Meeting Schedule. (Discussion only.) 

 Wednesday, September 27, 2018 and Wednesday, December 12, 2018  
 

12. Public Comment.  Action may not be taken on any matter brought up under 

public comment until scheduled on an agenda for action at a later meeting.  

(Discussion only.) 
 

13. Adjournment. 

Supporting material for this meeting may be requested from Janice Riherd at (775) 684.1195 (jriherd@ag.nv.gov), and is 

available at the Office of the Attorney General, 100 N. Carson Street, Carson City, Nevada 89701. 

In accordance with NRS 241.020, this public notice and agenda was posted on or before June 15, 2018 on the Office of the 

Attorney Website, http://ag.nv.gov/, the State of Nevada’s Public Notice Website, https://notice.nv.gov, and in the following 

locations: 

Office of the Attorney General 

100 N. Carson Street 

Carson City, Nevada 89701-4717 

 

Office of the Attorney General 

Grant Sawyer Office Building 

555 E. Washington Avenue, #3900 

Las Vegas, Nevada 89101 

 

Office of the Attorney General 

5420 Kietzke Lane, #202 

Reno, Nevada 89511 

Nevada State Library 

100 N. Stewart Street 

Carson City, Nevada 89701 

 

Nevada State Capitol 

101 N. Carson Street 

Carson City, Nevada 89701 

 

Legislative Counsel Bureau 

Nevada Legislature Building 

401 S. Carson Street 

Carson City, Nevada 89701 

 



 

 

 

 

Attachment One (1) 
to 

Substance Abuse Working Group Agenda 

June 20, 2018 

 

Contents:  Minutes of October 11, 2017 Meeting 
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Attachment Two (2) 
to 

Substance Abuse Working Group Agenda 

June 20, 2018 

 

Contents:  Public Service Announcements Report 



Members of the Substance Abuse Working Group, 

 

I wanted to provide a brief update for you on the progress of our opioid public service announcement 

(PSA). As previously mentioned, this PSA will be focused on Nevada’s Good Samaritan Drug Overdose 

Act enacted in 2015. The Act provides certain civil and criminal protections for individuals who dial 911 

seeking emergency help for persons experiencing an overdose and stay on the scene until emergency 

help arrives. The focus of the commercial would be to alert Nevadans about the existence of this act so 

they can get help for someone overdosing without being afraid. In order to reduce production costs, I’ve 

written a script with Linda Lang’s input, and the PSA will be narrated using selected photos, graphics and 

other visuals. Production for the script should begin by the end of June, and we anticipate that the PSA 

will begin airing later this summer, for 3-4 months on television and radio. Once the piece has aired, I 

will send out a press release to news networks announcing the campaign, and will forward the press 

release and the PSA to members of the Working Group. We’re hoping that raising awareness about 

substance abuse and putting this message out will make a difference in our communities.  

 

Best, 

 

Monica Moazez 

Communications Director 

 



 

 

 

 

Attachment Three (3) 
to 

Substance Abuse Working Group Agenda 

June 20, 2018 

 

Contents:  Dispose Rx Packet Information Letter 
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Attachment Four (4) 
to 

Substance Abuse Working Group Agenda 

June 20, 2018 

 

Contents:  ODMAP Technical Bulletin  



Nevada Department of Health and Human Services 

Helping People -- It's Who We Are And What We Do 

      

     
 

 

 
 

TECHNICAL BULLETIN 
 
Topic:  Reporting to the High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas’ (HIDTA) Overdose Detection Mapping Application 

Program (ODMAP) 
Contact:  Ihsan Azzam, MD, MPH, Chief Medical Officer at iazzam@health.nv.gov   
Date:   May 29, 2018 
 

 
To:   Nevada’s Emergency Medical Service Providers and Law Enforcement Agencies 
 
Opioid misuse and overdose is a serious public health threat in Nevada that effects the health and well-being of our citizens. 
Timely data is imperative to allow public health, health care providers, and first responders to combat this issue in Nevada. 
On May 16, 2018, the Division of Public and Behavioral Health (DPBH) filed the regulations with the Secretary of State to 
comply with the Controlled Substance Abuse Prevention Act, Assembly Bill 474.  The regulations provide the structure for 
health care providers to report overdose or suspected overdose cases to assist with the comprehensive response needed 
to save Nevadans’ lives. This has been a step in the right direction to quickly investigate the causes of overdose and direct 
interventions and resources to address this issue. These reports will come to DPBH 7-days after patient discharge, so will 
complement the current reporting through syndromic surveillance from emergency rooms and urgent care centers in 
Nevada.  
 
However, one data gap that remains is to collect and operationalize overdose reports from Nevada’s first responders. 
Therefore, the Division of Public and Behavioral Health is requesting that Nevada’s Emergency Medical Service Providers 
and Law Enforcement Agencies enter suspected drug overdoses effective immediately into the High Intensity Drug 
Trafficking Areas’ (HIDTA) Overdose Detection Mapping Application Program (ODMAP). ODMAP, assists public health, fire, 
emergency medical service and law enforcement agencies to track known and suspected overdose incidents.  
 
ODMAP provides real-time overdose surveillance data across jurisdictions to support public safety and health efforts to 
mobilize an immediate response to an overdose spike.  It links first responders on scene to a mapping tool to track overdoses 
to stimulate real-time response and strategic analysis across jurisdictions.  It is a mobile tool, capable of being used in the 
field on any mobile device or data terminal connected to an agency Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) system. The DPBH 
understands the many reporting responsibilities in additional to the clinical responsibilities of first responders and has 
chosen ODMAP as a viable reporting tool, as it collects 3 data indicators that can be entered in a matter of minutes from a 
mobile device.  
 
Per Nevada Revised Statute (NRS) 453C.130, the Department of Health and Human Services has the authority to study drug 
overdoses in the state, which includes engaging in efforts to ascertain and document the number, trends, patterns and risk 
factors related to fatalities caused by unintentional opioid-related drug overdoses and other drug overdoses.  
 

BRIAN SANDOVAL 
Governor 

RICHARD WHITLEY, MS 
Director 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
DIVISION OF PUBLIC AND BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 

4150 Technology Way 
Carson City, Nevada 89706 

Telephone (775) 684-4200  •  Fax (775) 687-7570 
http://dpbh.nv.gov 

JULIE KOTCHEVAR, Ph.D. 
Interim Administrator 

IHSAN AZZAM, M.D., MPH 
Chief Medical Officer 
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ODMAP, like syndromic surveillance, is an early warning system that can be used to give an initial alert to public health to 
elicit further investigation. It is better to be notified of a false alarm and investigate than to learn about an issue that is 
causing disease and death in our citizens too late to intervene. ODMAP, when used by all jurisdictions also allows public 
health to identify an issue the is occurring across jurisdictions where it might not be evident by a single county or responding 
agency because it is happening across county lines.  
 
The DPBH, in partnership with many community partners and fellow agencies is supporting the use of ODMAP immediately 
and appreciates the local efforts to implement this tool.   
 
For additional information on ODMAP and how to join the system, please contact: 
 
Terry Kerns, PhD 
Substance Abuse/Law Enforcement Coordinator 
Office of the Attorney General  
555 E Washington Avenue 
Las Vegas, NV 89101 
702 486-0978 
tkerns@ag.nv.gov  
 
 
 
 
Signed: _______________________________________________                           Date:  May 24, 2018 

Ihsan Azzam, MD, MPH, Chief Medical Officer  
Division of Public and Behavioral Health   
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