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LuAnn Burgess: A Case Study

Mary Tanner-Richter
Chief, Vehicular Crimes Unit
Albany County District Attorney’s Office
NYS Traffic Safety Resource Prosecutor
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Racaliumber  Recall Date Component

10V023000  01/27/2010  VEHICLE SPEED CONTROL:ACCELERATOR PEDAL

Summary

TOYOTA IS RECALLING CERTAIN MODEL YEAR 2003-7010 HIGHLANDER, MODEL YEAR 2003-2010 COROLLA, VERTZA
ND MATRIX PASSENGER VEHICLES. THE ACCELERATOR PEDAL CAN GET STUCK IM THE WIDE OPEN POSITION DUE

TQ TS BEING TRAPPED BY AR UNSECURED OR INCOMPATIBLE DRIVER'S FLOOR MAT. THIS RECALL IS AN EXPANSION

OF A CAMPAIGN CF 3.3 MILLION OTHER TOYOTAVEHICLES ANNOQUNCED 1N 2009 FOR THE SAME ISSUE {S£€ 094-353),

Consequence
ASTUCK GPEN ACCELERATOR PEDAL MAY RESULT IN VERT HIGH VEHICLE SFEEDS AND MAKE [T DIFFICULT TO STOP
THE VEHICLE, WHICH COULD CAUSE A CRASH, SERIOUS INJURY OR DEATH.

9/16/2019




9/16/2019

HANDICAPPED
PARKING

PERMIT REQUIRED

MEDICAL PROBLEM LIST FOR BURGESS

OSTECARTHRITS

. LOW BACK PHN

QT FARGHON'S LA

£06MA

. ACQUIRED HiPOTHIROIDIM
oREsITY

. AHEW:Z, NOKSPECIRED

WA XTI DMARS &, MANE, WIS AT

ANKETY

0 sEPRESNON

L HYPERTENSICN.

12, ESOPHAGEAL REFLUX

EYQE SV




SUMECT: LUANY BURGENS
Avpart

Fihiyl Alvsal
% by wright

(X7

)
Bapropion
Caetiepior swor mrssbed e

i E Nt Apstyred

Net Asahrad

ety

« Yon ks s b
#eaclazmie

Tl Karrh

Ty

DO YOU CHARGE??
-AND IF SO.,...

9/16/2019




9/16/2019

prrretTyTy

.

S e S

CHARGE

RN
AGGRAVATED YEHICULAR HORICIDE i S
IR T e

©r s MR LS

NN PINAANS S EE

T PN et

3.omT

UREHETRAM AT 04 Femiwny

AT U N RUSHTINT  Towca BTt

Peamatcinar.

Toaiebrgs sz

e
rinerenRasn NS dienre DLzer
Py

CPLALTTS A WIS RAFED 3 g besrg
buwentsing

VEHITULAX MANSLAUGHTIR 17 DEGALE =

0, 8RTIY
¥ NAUENKIIN STGRIB AL Towiopyessn
s

B3 evera

- AT TAOMES ONUIIAT el e
VEHICULAR MANSLAUGHTIR 2™ DEGREE FOSRDITMECONADUITT  Trrce FNSE

Kcrenme i

13C0UNTS) 1 IO O MR A
AT s
rctimmre
feancm pagap e
Brupumylure
1. JZDDL0LANZATY SIKTy
PATARMOV SEHADRIAY
FAMAG

Trarvigs st

CRIVINALLY NLGUIGINT HOMICIOE

&
Userwaition
(3counTs) AT EUTIASGIDE

GG

panceacn

b
b 3 ctash skt Pu

-~
goeiral oo g8 et

TRRATT

DAIVING WHILLABILITY IMPAIRLD BY THE COMBINGD R I b b
INFLUEMCE OF DRUSS WY 608 WIASEDEYTAICOMBNDY | DVTDpwisn
e s

Ao
MRS,




9/16/2019

imesunion e som

Plea in triple-fatal crash
Woman says she was distiacted, on six medications when SUV hit Voorheesville walkess.
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PRESCRIPTION DRUGS:

Victims livid as judge blames medical culture in drug crash
sentencing
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Jessien Williams found guilty in deaths of
six teen-agers
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Driver with meth in blood
found not guilty in girls’
deaths

-.“But the state of science with regard to the
effects of methamphetamineis not such that
clear conclusions can be drawn as to the effect of
the drug on individual actions at particular times,
particularly with regard to driving, without more
evidence than is available in this case.”

*The mere presence of the drugin the blood,
Krese said, was not sufficientto draw a
conclusion.
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TAKE AWAYS...

REMEMBER...B.D.A.

-BEFORE THE CRASH

*DURING THE CRASH

*AFTER THE CRASH

BEFORE THE CRASH

*KNOW ELEMENTS OF POSSIBLE CHARGES AHEAD
OF TIME

*WHAT DRUGS FALL UNDER PER SE LAWS

*WHAT DRUGS REQUIRE PROOF OF IMPAIRMENT

*WHAT TYPES OF EVIDENCE CAN YOUR LE
DOCUMENT TO SHOW IMPAIRMENT

*KNOW WHAT YOUR TOXICOLOGIST NEEDS TO BE
ABLE TO PROVIDE RELEVANT TESTIMONY
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BEFORE THE CRASH
HAVE PROTOCOL ESTABLISHED FOR CALLING IN
DRE ON ALL FATALS/SPI (WHERE POSSIBLE)

-MAKE CONTACTS WITH MEMBERS OF LOCAL
HOSPITALS WHO HANDLE PROTOCOLS FOR BLOOD
DRAWS TO ENSURE PROPER AND SWIFT BLOOD
DRAWS

*HAVE PROTOCOL ESTABLISHED FOR LE TO CALL
YOU ON ALL FATALS/SPI

+ESTABLISH CRASH PACKET/CHECKLIST OF LE AND
PROSECUTORS

DURING THE CRASH

*GO TO THE SCENE

*BRING YOUR CRASH PACKET
*KNOW WHO LEAD INVESTIGATOR IS
-HAVE DRE CALLED IN ASAP

*GET BLOOD WHETHER LE THINKS IMPAIRMENT OR
NOT

ALWAYS ASSUME A CRASH IS A CRIME
UNTIL PROVEN OTHERWISE

AFTER THE CRASH...

-KEEP VICTIMS AND/OR VICTIVS’ FAMILIES
ABREAST OF THE PROGRESS OF THE CASE

<TAKE TIME AFTER THE CASE IS RESOLVED TO
MEET WITH LE AND DO CASE AUTOPSY

*MAKE SURE TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE GOOD WORK
THAT LE DID

*TREAT EVERY CASE AS IF IT WERE YOUR LOVED
ONE THAT WAS INVOLVED

9/16/2019

15



9/16/2019

QUESTIONS?

KEEP FIGHTING THE FIGHT

Mary Tanner-Richter
Chief, Vehicular Crimes Unit
Albany County District Attorney’s Office
NewYork State TSRP

" 518-275-4743

vt Crime il ding Hepe.
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