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NEVADA ATTORNEY GENERAL ANNOUNCES ARREST OF DOOR-TO-

DOOR VACUUM SALESMAN WHO TARGETED SENIORS 
 

Las Vegas, NV – Nevada Attorney General announced the arrest of Gary Harvey, 48, 
who posed as a licensed distributor of Kirby Vacuums under the business name 
HARVCO and sold his product door-to-door, in particular to elderly residents living in 
age-restricted communities in Las Vegas.  
 
Harvey, who was arrested on April 30, is charged with nine charges, including five 
counts of felony burglary, one count of obtaining money by false pretenses from a 
person over the age of 60, one count of financial exploitation of an older person, one 
count of transactions involving fraud or deceit in the course of a trade or business, and 
one count of deceptive trade practice.  
 
“Our office takes seriously any allegations of fraud against consumers in the Silver 
State,” said Masto. “Particularly disturbing is that the defendant targeted elderly 
residents of Nevada.”  
 
“I am thankful to the Nevada Attorney General’s Office for its diligence in helping stop 
Harvey, who was posing as a Kirby sales representative and had been operating a 
similar scheme in other states,” said Halle Sminchak, the Manager of Customer and 
Public Relations and Business Compliance for The Kirby Company. 
 
Between November 3, 2011 and December 28, 2011, Harvey sold his product to five 
different Las Vegas residents, all over the age of 65. Harvey represented to all five 
victims that the vacuums they were buying were new. The amount obtained for the 
vacuums ranged from $400 to $1,220. Upon buying the vacuums, all five victims noted 
that the vacuum was not new, or did not even function properly. When they attempted to 
contact Harvey for a refund of their money, the victims were unable to reach Harvey 
though they made repeated attempts. In total, Harvey obtained $4,016 from the five 
victims. 
 



The Attorney General's office launched an investigation of Harvey and HARVCO after 
receiving repeated complaints, by victims, of Harvey’s misrepresentations.  
 
The case was investigated and is being prosecuted by the Attorney General’s Bureau of 
Criminal Justice Fraud Unit. 
 
If convicted, Harvey could be facing as much as 10 years in prison for each felony count 
and fines in excess of $10,000, plus restitution to the victims for the money he has 
stolen. 
 
An arraignment in Department 1 of the Justice Court of Las Vegas Township is 
scheduled for May 2 at 7:30AM.  Harvey was booked in the Clark County Detention 
Center.  
 
The criminal complaint is a formal allegation that the defendant has committed a crime.  
It is not evidence of guilt.  The defendant is presumed innocent until proven guilty in a 
court of law.    
 
Nevada consumers who believe they have been a victim of Gary Harvey, HARVCO, or 
a door-to-door scam are strongly encouraged to submit a written complaint to the 
Nevada Attorney General’s Office.  Contact the Nevada Attorney General’s Bureau of 
Consumer Protection Hotline at 702-486-3132 and press “6” to receive instructions on 
how to submit a complaint. 
 
Read the criminal complaint by visiting: http://bit.ly/GHarvey.  

 
HARVEY, GARY BRADLEY 
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